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The following chapters will be found in "Eraser's 
Magazine" for August, 1856, and Marct, 1861, under 
the titles of "The Last Naval Campaign in the 
Pacific," and ''Another Chapter on the Amoor." 



I. 

THE BRITISH NAVAL CAMPAIGN IN THE 

PACIFIC* 

HIser, M mal «praiido si ooitfids 

Gil' tignor stir debbia U makfieio oocalto.-^ABiosTa 

Fbom the time ctf La Peroose until five years ago, the shores 
of Tartary had been soaicely visited by Europeans; and although 
some rumours of a contest in progress between Russian aggression 
and Japanese exofaisiveness might oecasionally reach us, it was 
supposed to extend only to some rocky and Tolcanic islets of 
the Sea of OkotsJk, and no part of the world seemed less likely to 
occupy a place in the naval history of our times than Sa^haHen, 
the Amoor, and the wild, coasts of Northern China. Until lately, 
a shipwrecked or fugitive EngHsh sailor found by the Chinese 
officials on the coast of Tartary, was conveyed under strict guard, 
but without harshness, first to Pekin, and then, a£ter due exami- 
nation, to Canton, for^eedy exportation to Europe; but to have 
been caught on these shores duruig the last three years would have 
entailed upon him a drearier journey, not unlikely to have termi- 
nated ia the healthy but monotonous plains of Siberia, or poi^bly 
in the dreaded mines of the Ural Mountains* The year 1856 has 
largely increased our knowledge of the coasts of Tartary, and it 
will probably Bot be long before we possess aoeuxate descriptions 
of its m&gnific^it harbours, its steady breeases, its noble forests, 
and its abounding metallic wealth; but in spite of all its beauty 
and advantages, me mere name of the Gulf of Tartary will bring 
a cloud to the brow of an Englishman, and a blush will spread 
over his face when he remembers the Bay of Castries. 

The Russians have lost no time in these regions. Six years ago 
tihey applied to the Chinese Grovemment for permission to navigate 

* Notet onthektU SaepedUUm agakiti ike Bmsium BetUemmU tn Kahem JSiberia, By 
Captam Bernard Whittiiigham, Boyal Engineer. LoDgmaa «id Go. 
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the Amoor.* Although their request had not been answered, 
they convejred some small steam-boats to the river which they 
had determined to appropriate, and established a permanent and 
well fortified settlement, called Nicolofiski,''about sixty miles above 
the mouth of the river. A little later they began to build on the 
shores of De Castries' Bay, and fixed Upon that spot as their future 
naval station, from whence to efiect the conquest of Japan, the 
Corea, and China; and to start in the race with England and the 
United States for the commerce and supremacy of tne Pacific. 

Had it not] been for Captain Whittmgham s Notes, we should 
not have obtained, until long aftei^ all interest in the subject had 
evaporated, any more information on these subjects than the news- 
papers have already afforded us; for the naval officers who have 
returned from that part of the world have been called upon to 
surrender their private journals into the safe keeping of the Ad- 
miralty, and are left in no doubt that to publish an account of the 
naval operations of the Tartarian and Siberian waters would be to 
exclude themselves from all chance of future promotion and 
employment. Captain Whittingham accompanied Uaptain Elliott^ 
as his guest on board the Sibylle, and we rejoice that nis cruise re- 
sulted m his Notes, and honour him for his courage in making them 
public. It is true that they will not greatlj^ benefit the reputation 
of his friend, Captain Charles Elliott, nor will they lead to a court- 
martial upon the Admiral, but they are nevertheless of the highest 
value. The defects of the book consist in considerable omissions, 
and a strong determination to throw upon Sir James Stirling the 
whole responsibility, where a very large share ought to fall on the 
Commodore. Each of these officers has his own burden to bear. 
The Commodore was not over-hasty in seeking the enemy, and 
having accidentally stumbled upon him, he retreated under cover 

* ThiB coincides with the period when the Kepanlese Government determined toin- 
Tftde Chinese Thibet — an expedition which has proved a valuable diversion to Russim 
and has hitherto paralysed the efforts of the Chinese Government to send a powerful 
force to the banks of the Amoor. It is with a view of overcoming the opposition of 
the Indian Government to any undertaking of this sort, as being likdy to disturb trade 
and to embroil us with the Chinese Government, that Jung Bahadur, the Nepaulese 
Maire du Palais, undertook his mission to England in 1850 ; and the late Assistant* 
Besident in Nepaul attributes his visit to England to the desire of obtaining the sanc- 
tion of the British Ministry to his aggressive views upon China, for which the prepa« 
rations were already in progress. He also informs us that Kepaul is neither beneath 
the notice, nor beyond Sie intrigues of Busda ; and he states if it were not for some 
artificial impediments, hq>t up for JHussia's hen^t, the Thibetian fur trade, which is so 
valued by, and so important to Russia, would no longer follow its present expensive 
course through Sib^a, but would be cUverted to Calcutta* which is only two hundred 
miles from the Nepaulese frontier, with the advantage of water carriage from the foot 
of the hUls. — See Narrative of a Five Ytairi Residence iu Ntpaiul By Captain Thomas 
Smith, Assistant Political Besident from 1841 to ISio. Colburn and Co. 



of the niglit. The Admiral appears to have wasted the whole 
season of 1854, and to have been by no means anxious to attack 
the enemy, or to allow his officers to attack him, in 1855. The 
Commodore's reputation has been defended, but not cleared, by 
the official protection, not very willingly extended to him by 
the present First Lord of the Admiralty, m the debate of the 8ta 
February ; while the Admiral's conduct, like that of Admiral Dun- 
das in the Black Sea, is still incomprehensible. As the naval 
incidents of the Gulf of Tartary are without parallel in our history, 
it is clear that unless some light is thrown upon them, the public 
voice will condemn all the parties concerned, for the country will 
be left without any means of discriminating between the Goverxi- 
ment, the Commodore and the Admiral. And even if honours 
should be showered upon these two officers when they return home, 
the country may still feel dissatisfied, for rewards have in many 
cases been given in a manner which has taught us to appreciate 
the biting jest of the Spaniard, who said: — 

En el tiempo de las barbaras naciones 
A los ladrones se lea colgaba\ en crnces ; 
Pero hoy en el siglo de las luces 
A los ladrones se les cnelgan craces. 

We are prepared to admit that a naval commander of the pre- 
sent day is surrounded by almost insurmountable difficulties. He 
is charged with diplomatic as well as warlike duties; he is bound 
to the strictest secrecy; and at the same time is hampered with so 
many cautions against endangering his ships or risking a reverse, 
that he is frightened out of all energy, and terrified at incurring 
the slightest responsibility. In addition to all this, he has been 
taught to believe that the First Lord may set aside his public 
instructions by private letters, — so that he comes to regard himself 
as the humble servant of the First Lord, and may forget that he 
owes a duty to his country, to himself, and to the noble service in 
which he h^ the honour to be enrolled. He is tempted to do his 
utmost to penetrate the secret wishes of the First Lord, rather than 
to act upon his ostensible instructions; and it is only just that the 
country which has been in the habit of honouring courage, even 
when unsuccessful, should pour forth the full tide of its indigna- 
tion on those who, while they receive its pay and profess to serve 
it, are willing to sacrifice the duty for reward, prefer ^* honours " to 
honour, and are content on those terms to endure reproach which, 
after all, may be more justly deserved by those on whose instruc- 
tions they have consented to act. 

We have before us a chart of De Castries' Bay, and after 
examining the soundings and the position of the two S(juadrons. 
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we do not hesitate to say^ that if Gommodoie Elliot had sum- 
moned the Russians to surrender at diseretioni they would haire 
had no alternative but to do so, or to resort to their established 
and national system of themselves destroyincr whatever must other- 
wise &11 into me enemy's hands. Their three armed vessels were 
80 placed that they could not support one another^ and the long 
thirty-twos of the Hornet would have knocked them to pieces in 
succession without any risk to herself. If the Russdans had more 
gims than the English, there can be no doubt that the superiority 
of range, weight of metal, steam power, and general ^ciency, 
w^e on the side of our squadron. The Russians were encumbered 
with women and children, as well as widi all the stares and pro^ 
perty which had been removed from Petropeulovski ; and the 
vessels which Commodore Elliot took to be heavily-armed cor- 
vettes, turned out to be transports, one of them an American, the 
crews of which had in aU probabihty been transferred to the men* 
of-war as soon as the Russians found that their hiding place was 
discovered. But we are anticipating, and must return to Captain 
Whittingham's narrative. 

In the spring of 1 85 5,the gradual increase in the number of English 
and French fingates lying in the harbour of Hong-Kong, betokened, 
as it was imagined, a speedy termination to the inactivity of the 
allied squadrons in the eastern seas, and once more awakened the 
sentiments of pride and hope which the aimless movements, the 
delays, and the ill success oi our naval forces on the north-eastern 
shores of Asia in the previous year had repressed.* Shame and de- 
spair might weU have been rife amongst our officers and m^, who 
were now aware that, while they had been lying idle for rix weeks 
at Nagasaki, engaged in forcing upon the Japanese a ridiculoiffi 

* The combined French and EngUeh fleet in the Japeneie eeae c(mBisted of the fol- 
lowing ships :— 

EzrouBB. Fbxnor. 

Guns. Guns. 

Winchester..... 60 J%. Virginio bOFlag, 

Nankm 50 Sibylle 60 

Sibylla 40 Commodore, Constantme SO 

Pique 40 • Colbert (steamer) ... 6 

Spartan 26 

Bittern 12 

Saracen ^Svirwymg, 

Encounter (screw). 14 

Hornet »« ... 17 

Baxraconta (paddle) ... 6 

Styx „ 6 

Tartar ,i 4 

Total 406 gons. The Bussians, after the wreck of the JHana and the Palla$ frigates, 
had only two ships of war in this part of the world, the Awrora, four-foor gnn frlgatei 
and the O^tPtitsa, a corvette ; the Dwma was merely an armed transport. 



and futile treaty, the enem/s men-of-war had a rendezvous near 
the same shores^ and were cruising about, unsought and unmo^ 
lested, until the spring of 1855 1 Nor were the particulars of the 
melancholy death of Commodore Price, of the Pacific squadron, 
unknown to the fleet on the Chinese station. Unable to bear the 
disgrace of retiring from the face of an enemy possessing onl^ a 
third of his force, and equally afraid of gaining a victory which 
might prove unacceptable to nis Government, he had, in the pre- 
vious year, committed suicide ofiF Petropaulovsfci, and left his 
successor to incur an ignominous defeat before two disarmed and 
dismantled ships-of-war, and five uncasemated, open, and small 
earthen batteries, which Captain Whittingham, after hearing all 
the excuses that could be alleged, and with all the plans b3bre 
him, declares that a steam corvette ought to have silenced succes- 
sively in a quarter of an hour ! In speaking of this failure, which 
has never been the subject of any public investigation^ he says — 

'^ It is inconceivable that four frigates^a steamer^ and a brig, should 
have failed in silencing the enemy's guns ; or that, however ill-con- 
ducted or disorderlv ^e landings may have been, they should have 
miscarried. The allied squadrons possessed Belcher s exquisitely- 
finished survev of Petropaulovski and Awatska Bays, and had no less 
than one himored and ten guns against seventy !* No wonder that 
the Eussians are proud. The war found the professions dedicated to 
war ready for war ; and whether at Sebastopol, or at the extremities 
of the empire in the East, professional talent and command were 
foimd combined. Whilst Gronstadt has defied menacip, and Sweaborg 
has only been bombarded at a di^»nce, dare any IhigliBh officer of 
reputation and experience prophesy the same of Gibraltar or of 
Malta?'* 

While speaking of the attack on Petropaulovski, where our own 
honour suSered so severely, we must mention an incident for 
which honour is due to a chivalrous enemy. When the Allies 
landed with the intention of storming the place, a few shote were 
sufficient to make them turn and fly; but a little midshipman, 
whose zeal and courage had led him to get in advance of his party, 
remained in ignorance of their flight, and rushed on towards the 
enemy, waving his sword. On approaching the Russians, he sud- 
denly discovered that he was alone, and, &om indigniktion at the 
conduct of his party, rather than from a saise of personal dan^y 
the boy stood still and burst into tears; upon which a Russian 
ofiioer stepped up to him, and said in English^ ^' Put up your 
Bword, my boy; this is no place for you. Rfon bitok to your boat 

* The Bussiaxis at Petropaulovski reckoning the women and diUdren, asd all the 
uihabitants, amounted, we belieye, to three hundred touU. 
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as fast as you can; and when you write to your mother, tell her 

that Lieutenant saved your life."* 

In April, 1865, Admiral Sir James Stirling despatched Com- 
modore the Hon. Charles Elliot, in command of H.M. frigate 
SibylUy the steam corvette Hornet, and the brig Bittern^ from 
Hong-Kong to Japan, with six months' provisions, and as much 
powder and shot as they could carry, to look for the Russians. Were 
it not for the experience furnished to us b^ the way in which the 
contest againt Russia has been carried on m all parts of the world, 
we could scarcely have believed Captain Whittingham's state- 
ment, that, after fourteen months of war, the officers of the China 
squadron, who received their despatches and letters from London 
in less than sixty days, should have been sent to search for the 
Russians with no more information as to the settlements, forces, 
and ships of the enemy, than they had been able to gather from 
an article which had appeared in Fraser^s MagazinCy for January, 
1855,t in which there was a sketch of the Russian acquisitions on 
the Amoor, and a list of several of her ships of war which were 
known to have sailed for that part of the globe. Commodore 
Elliot was not only left in absolute ignorance of much that was 
known in Europe, but the Government at home had taken no 
pains to supply him with copies of the excellent charts of both 
entrances into the Amoor which have been for some time in 

fossession of the Dutch Admiralty; and he had not even La 
^erouse's chart of the Gulf of Tartary ! 

After passing a short time in Japan, the squadron proceeded 
leisurely to the northward, and on the 20th of May stood across 
the Gulf of Tartary to look into De Castries' Bay, where the 
Russians had begun to form a settlement about three years before. 
It was in this port that their ships which had escaped from Petro- 
paulovski, as well as their other men-of-war in these seas, had 
been ordered to assemble; but it was only the fugitives from 
Kamtschatka, under Admiral Savoiko, who had reached the ren- 
dezvous,! as the frigates Pallas and Diana had suffered ship- 
wreck. In this part the Gulf of Tartary is only forty miles across, 
and it is about the same distance to the head of tne Gulf, from 

* We deeply regret that we are nnable to ascertain the same of this officer, bat we 
hope it will be made public by some of those who must be acquainted with it, 

f Entitled The Latest Acquisition of Russia, the River Amoor. 

% Admiral Savoiko, the governor of Petropaulovski, had received orders, during our 
blockade of that port, to destroy the fortifications, and to proceed to the liman of the 
. Amoor. After sawing a passage through the ice, he sailed on the 17th of April, passed 
through the British blockading squadron in a fog, and after a perilous passage, cast 
anchor in De Castries* Bay. We have not been able to ascertain how long he had been 
there when the English squadron appeared, but he must have passed close to the ships 
of Captain Elliott in rounding Japan. 



whence there waa supposed to be a narrow passage into the 
Amoor. Prayers had just terminated, when ^* a sau under the 
land " was reported. All glasses were instantly in requisition, and 
pointed towards the direction indicated. '^I see one — two-— 
three/' murmured the experienced master; and as his telescope 
still bore on the bay, he added, "Yes, there are four, five, and I 
think a sixth." The excitement was intense, although subdued 
by discipline ; and when in a few minutes the Russian ensigns 
were discovered floating in the breeze at a distance of seven or 
eight miles, the order and signal were given, * Prepare for action/ 
Whilst the ships steadily pursued their course, they were cleared 
for action. Officers came on deck, armed with pistols, single, 
double, and Colt-barrelled. Shot and shell were handed up, and 
the doctor and the chaplain were quickly in the well-prepared 
cockpit, where medical instruments, bandages, and lint, were dis- 
posed in admirable order. On arriving within four or five miles 
of the enemy, the Hornet j which had previously received orders 
to get up steam, was directed by signal to enter the outer harbour, 
and reconnoitre the position of the Russians. She went in, and 
signalled that there were six vessels^ and was then recalled. After 
a short conference with the two commanders, the commodore 
went on board the Hometj which again proceeded into the outer 
harbour, on entering which the three small islands forming the 
protection of the inner harbour were about two miles off. The 
Russian frigate Aurora (forty-four suns) was moored broad- 
side on to the passage between the southern island and the shore; 
while the corvette OUvouska (sixteen guns?) and the armed trans- 
port Dwina (twelve guns?) were similarly moored with respect 
to the other openings. Two other transports and a little steamer 
were moored further up the bay. The Hornet entered the outer 
harbour out of reach of the Aurords guns, and steamed slowly on 
towards the passage, sounding her way in. The water shoaled to 
eight fathoms, and she was 'stopped' when within about two 
thousand yards of the Dtoinoy whose decks and tops were swarm- 
ing with men. Had the Hornet held on towards the frigate, 
which was anchored in six fathoms, she would, as far as depth of 
water went, have found no difficulty in entering the inner harbour; 
and in fact, eight days later, when the Russians were gone, she 
steamed in without impediment. 

Had not the orders and plans of the Russian Government been 
overruled by a higher power, it is painful to contemplate the posi- 
tion in which our squadron would have been placed. But for the 
earthquake which destroyed the Diana^ and tne loss of the Pallas^ 
owing to her unseaworthy condition, in spite of the repairs she 
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underwent in Portsmouth dockyard, our ships would have found 
themselves in presence of two sixty-gun frigates, in addition to 
the squadron ot Admiral Savoiko; and we will not insult the two 
Russiui Admirals by entertaining the idea that, with so superior a 
force, they would have been as peacefully disposed as the English 
Commodore. Instead of having to describe the retreat of the 
latter, we should, in all human probability, have had to narrate 
his siurrender. In that case, who would have been held respon- 
sible for his squadron having fallen into this trap which the 
Russian: Government had so ably prepared? 

As there were still two hours of daylight when the Hornet was 
stopped, the Commodore indulged her eager crew by allowing 
them to try the range of a long thirty-two pounder, thie shot from 
which fell two hundred yards short. After the Russians had 
returned the compliment in a manner equally efficacious, the 
corvette steamed back again. On the following day the English 
vessels stood on and oS^for the purpose of enticing the enemy from 
their strong position ; but this device had not the desired dOTect, 
for the Russians, instead of coming out, made use of the time 
giv^a them to strengthen themselves as much as possible* The 
resources of the Commodore being now exhausted, ^^ as soon as it 
was dark, the three English vessek stood out to sea^ and for two 
days sailed slowly to the south !" 

On the next day, the 23rd of May, the Bittern was despatched 
with information to the Admiral at Hakodadi, and on the 28th 
the Sibylle and Hornet again looked into De Castries' Bay, and 
found that the Russians were gone. The Sibylle now ventured 
into the outer harbour, and the Hornet sounded her way into the 
inner one. Two armed boats were ^nt ashore, and it was dis- 
covered that the Russians had not quitted the spot many hoursi, 
for the ovens were still hot; and clothes, books, vegetables, and 
even letters, were lying about in and aear the roughly-hewn log 
buildings. Although it had not occurred to Captain Elliot before, 
that it was the duty of a naval officer never to lose sight of an 
enemy once found, we are surprised that it did not now occur to 
him, that although no longer in De Castries' Bay, the Russians 
were still afloat; and that, as England possesses undefended 
colonies, and unarmed merchantmen, it was incumbent on him to 
ascertain where the enemy were. It is quite dear that had 
Admiral Savoiko attempted to pass through our squadron, there 
would have been no great danger in the attempt, for tioo vessels — 
4he William Penn^ an American, with one hundred and fifty of 
the crew of the Diana^ and the schooner Kliida^ built \>j the 
Russians in Japan, after their shipwreck, with Admiral Putiatin, 
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seven offic^% and forty men on board — actudly accomplished 
that featy and joined Iiim off Cape Lazareff about this time. 
Admiral Poutiatine's vessel had^ it is true^ a narrow escape of being 
captured by one of the English ships, which, passing within seven 
himdred yards of her at night, discovered and chased her, but she 
escaped, and continued her course to the northward. 

Not finding the Russians at their former anchorage. Commodore 
Elliot beat again to the south, in order to meet the expected rein- 
forcements. The Russians meanwhile were about thirty miles off, 
in a small haj near Cape Lazarefil^ at the head of the Gulf, 
anxiously waitmg for a spring tide to carry them into the Amoor, 
and it was only after several weeks of great difficulty, anxiety, and 
labour, that they finally effected their escape.* 

On the 29tA of May^ die day on which the Commodore quitted 
De Castries' Bay for &e second time, the Bitteruy having made 
the run in six days against the prevaiting southerly winds, reached 
Hakodadi, and informed the Admiral that the Russians had been 
discovered, and that Commodore Elliot was waiting for reinforce- 
ments to attack them. We have now done with the Commodore, 
and must recount the proceedings of the Admiral, whose conduct 
was still more extraordinary and unaccountable. 

We entreat our readers to mark well the dates, which we repeat. 
On the 20th of May the Russians were discovered; on the 23rd 
of May the Bittern was despatched for assistance; on the 29th of 
May the Bittern communicated with the admiral at HakodadL 
Favoured by the same southerly breezes against which the BitUrny 
imaided by steam power, had so successfully cont^tded, the admiral 
reached La Bate de la Janqmikrey some forty wilee from De 
Castries Bay^ an the 25ih of June I Our readers must judge for 
themselves of the possibility of reconciling the conduct of the 
Admiral with the statement made by government, that he had the 
usual orders to take or destroy the Russians wherever he could find 
them. Are not our thoughts carried involuntarily from the Gulf 

* The Morski Shamik, a naval magazine pabliBhed at St Petersburg, gives the 
foUowing narrative of the escape of the Bassians in ito January nmnber : — ** On the 
20th of May, a frigate, a corvette, and an English brig made their appearance off De 
Castries' Bay. Hie corvette approached and threw some shells agunst one of the 
Bnasian vessels, but the whole enemy's squadron soon went to sea again. As Admiral 
Savoiki had been informed that Gape Lazareff, situated farther north at the month of 
the Amoor, was now free from ice, he took advantage of the departure of the English, 
weighed anchor, and after a most perilous passage, his vessels reached their destina- 
tion one by one, between the first and sixth of June. Batteries were thrown up on 
fihore, and a few weeks later aU the vessels were placed in shelter behind the bars of 
the Amoor. Thence he proceeded to the Nicholas station, the chief and well fortified 
point of that territory, and deposited there all the materiel which the squadron had 
brought from Fetropaulovski.'* 
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of Tartaiy to Sinope and Archangel — ^to Odessa and the Sea of 
Azof, with its imagitiary barrier of sunken ships — to Gronstadt 
and Helsingfors? And can there be a doubt in any man's mind 
that the action of our navy during the Russian war was paralysed 
by some mysterious influence, which we do not yet dare to name 
or realise? 

But it may be imagined that the Admiral's delay was accidental, 
and that he now, eagerly but too late, sought the enemy. No; 
the British ships never again approached De Castries' Bay, or 
made any attempt to examine the head of the Ghilf, where the 
Russians were still detained. After remaining two days at anchor 
in the Baie de la Jonquiere, on the 27th of June the order was 
given to get under weigh; and imtaught by past experience^ 
the officers and crews were eagerly anticipating a brush with the 
enemy, as well as a speedy settlement of the much canvassed 
passage into the Amoor. But all these eager hopes were quickly 
turned into bitter disappointment, "for," says Captain Whit- 
tingham, 

" In a few minutes each vessel, with every sail set — ^an unknown 
spectacle in our progress to the north — ^was flying to the south before 
the pleasant breeze. We have since learnt from the Russian pri- 
soners, that at that time — late as it was~»only half their vessels had 
fot through the passage never even reconnoitred by us ! We ran 
ack to Cape CriUon before a fresh — ^not very fresh — and rare 
northerly breeze in two days and a half; near which the squadron had 
cruised m our latest advance from the 7th to the 17th of June, and 
from whiehy before the constant southerly breeze^ it had taken seven 
days to reach La Baie de la Jonquierel Hurry and haste seemed 
suddenly to have taken the place of ' caution ' at the wheel, and even 
the sudden appearance of the two long-expected French frigates could 
only arrest this rapid flight for an hour : after which pause the noble 
white flag, vrith its chivalrous red cross, was again floating before the 
wiud to the south. 

Hay cosas qae se dicen 
Con pensarles solamente. 
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RUSSIAN OPERATIONS ON THE AMOOR. 

The world^s my oyster, 
And with thy sword III open it. 

It is a common error to suppose that the Chinese authorities are 
averse to foreign trade, and systematically oppose its extension. 
The reverse is tne natural state of things, ana if they have learnt 
to regard it in an unfavourable light the fault rests with Europe. 
It was not to Chinese jealousy that Europe owed the exclusion of 
her merchants and travellers from Pekm, but to the drunken 
brawls of Russian and Dutch traders. And a marauding English 
captain bombarded the Bogue forts and forced his way to Canton 
more than a century ago.* Again the expulsion of the mis- 
sionaries was the result of discreditable quarrels between the 
Jesuits and the Dominicans, who represented each other to the 
Chinese Government as mischievous and seditious intriguers. In 
later days the hindrances to trade have also been of European 
origin — ^for instance, the heavy duties imposed by us on tea and 
silk, the former of which even now, under our reduced tariff, pays 
eight times as much to the British as to the Chinese Exchequer,! 
and the repeated and unjust quarrels which we have forced upon 
the Chinese. Presuming upon the superiority of our implements 
of war, we have outraged their feelings, violated their customs, and 
treated them with discourtesy and injustice. 

From the moment that the Foreign Office obtained full control 
over the government of India and our relations with China, events 
in those countries have taken a totally difierent turn. In the 
former a system of robbery under the name of *' annexation," 
superseded our ancient character for good faith, and converted an 
abounding surplus into an appalling deficiency, while in both 
peace has been exchanged for war and disaster. In 1838 the 

* Captain WaddeU. 

t The Chinese dnty is from 2d. to Sd., while the English duty is still Is. 3d. per 
pound. 
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Foreign Office forced upon India its first measure of unjust ag- 
gression^ the invasion of Afghanistan, which speedily brought 
upon us the massacre of CaubuL The same system has more 
lately resulted in the Indian mutiny, and must, if persevered in, 
cost us our Indian empire. Between 1834 and 1840 the same 
system, directed by the same hand, and apparent in the instruc- 
tions and despatches which induced Lord Napier to involve him- 
self in the wretched and causeless squabble about the Superscrip- 
tion *^ Pin,** and in the proceedings of Captain Elliot, had ripened 
matters for the ojnum war. The Lorcha war proceeded from the 
same source, and difiered from the former only in being far more 
costly and far more injurious to our commerce,* and even to our 
character, than its predecessor. In attributing these wars to 
system, and that system to the Foreign Office, we are only 
quoting Lord Faknerston's reply to Mr. Disraeli on the drd Fe- 
bruary, 1857 :— 

Mb. Disbasli. — ^I cannot resist the conviction that wbat has taken 
place in China has noir been in consequence of the alleged pretext, 
but is, in fact, mi consequence of instruetions received from home, soma 
considerable time ago. If that' be the case, I think the time has arrived 
when this House would not be doing its duty unless it earnestly con- 
sidered wheth^ it has any means of controlling a sytiem which, if pur- 
sued, will be ever, in my mind, fatal to the interests of this country. 

LoBD Palmsbstojbt. — The right honourable Gentleman (Mr. 
Disraeli) says the course of events appeared to be the result of some 
system predetermined ly the Government at home. Undoubtedly it 
V}as.\ 

That the system is unchanged may be inferred from the late 
annexation of territory to the Bombay Presidency, from the 
present e:q>edition of Lord Elgin to Japan, and from the continu- 
ance of Mr. Bruce as our envoy in China. And that the nation 
is still capable of supporting the Minister in another imjust war, 
in China or elsewhere, may, we fear, be concluded &om the uni- 
versal satisfaction expressed at the plunder and destruction of the 
Siunmer Palace; 

* The e£foct of the o|Mcim war on British oommtfce may be infened from the Htt 
thai ia the laat year ot that war Riuaia received 120,000 chesta of tea at EiidLhta, 
a&d in the following year only 30,000, See McGregor's Ccmmerdal Tariffs, The 
Lorcha war reduced the consumption of our manafactares in China more than one 
halt 

f In 1840 Mr. Gladstone had mads the same assertion respecting the opiom war in 
his most impressive manner; but he was not favoured with a similar admission of its 
truth. " he the trade or be the war what it may, IwiRnwtrfiiay^ from the assertion 
which I have already made, that the noble lord (Lord Palmerston) is chargeable for 
the results of both. On that head and on that of his Colleagues the responsibility 
must exclusively rest." See also Miss Martinean on the recal of Sir G. Robinson, 
Thirty Tears ofPeace, vol. ii. pp. 284-285. 
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All the present misfortunes of the Chinese empire are directly 
traceable to the opium war. By the treaty of Nankin, which tep- 
minated that war in 1842, we stipulated for an indemnity of 
d^OOOyOOO?* in addition to 1,250,000/. previously received for the 
opium destroyed. This sum was duly paid, but the Chinese Go- 
vernment, possessing no poorer by which it could lawfully raise 
this amount from the people, resorted to illegal measures in order 
to keep faith with us, and broke through the admirable system of 
eiitmsting power only to the most worthy, irrespective of birth, or 
wealth, or faction, by which the £mpire had be^i preserved throu^ 
so many ages. Had it not been for the discontent and ill govern* 
m^nt caus^ by the sale of office^ the Tai-ping rebellion would 
never have extended as it did; and that rebellion would havebeeft 
crushed long ago but for the distraction caused by fordgn wars. 

The most disastrous result of the opium wax was the necessil^ 
under which it placed the Court of Pekin of drawing its northern 
armies to the coast, since in consequence of the unprotected state 
of the Siberian frontier, Russia was enabled again to plant h^ 
foot on the Amoor, from which her invading forces had been ex^ 
pelled a hundred and fifty years before.* After the conclusion of 
the peace of Nankin, the Government had not only to deal with 
the Tai-pings, but also to send & Tartar army to the lofty regions 
of Thibet, to rescue the Grand Lama from the Nepaulese army 
which Russian intrigue had induced Jung Bahadur to send across 
the Himaleh mountains in 1852.t Mr, Oliphant, who accom- 
panied Jung Bahadur on his return from England in 1850, men* 
tions in his Jourmif to Nepauiy that this invasion had then been 
decided on ; so that we may safely infer that it had be^^ sano* 
tioned by the British Foreign Office. The invaders were, after a 
time,cut to pieces; but the delay had secured to Russia an oppor- 
tunity of surveying the Amoor valley, of fortifying posts, of 
building vessels, and of tampering with the alk^ance of the 
tribes on the banks of the river. 

It is of easy proof that, from 1838 down to the present time, 
Russia has been actively engaged in stirring up strife between 
China and other nations, for the purpose of securing, without the 
costs and hazards of a distant war, the enormous territoi^ which 
she has now acquired; and it is impossible to deoy that sae owes 

* See leaser's Magazine for January, 1855. <* The Latest Acquisition of Bussia, 
the Amoor.*' 

f Captain Smith, fire years our assistant resident in Nepaul, declares that Nepaul 
has more commerce "with Russia than with England, although its frontier is littla 
more than two hundred and fifty miles from Calcutta, and states that Bussian in- 
trigue penetrates to Katmandoo as well as to Calcutta. See A Five Yean' Randenoe 
in Nepaul. 
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her success almost entirely to the sacrifice of English money, 
English commerce, and English blood. As long ago as 1839, 
Captain Elliot, in a dispatch to Lord Palmerston, dated Canton, 
April 13th, attributed the increasing indisposition of the Chinese 
to trade with England to the intrigues which had their centre in 
the Russian college at Pekin; and when the High Imperial Com- 
missioner Lin was sent from Pekin for the purpose of dealing with 
the opium question, the first question he asked on his arnval at 
Canton was, ^^ whether hostilities had not already broken out be- 
tween Russia and England f^* thus showing that the prospect of 
assistance from Russia had been held out at the capital m order to 
induce the Chinese to take decided measures against the English. 
There have also been many minor points in wmch Russia's action 
has appeared; as, for instance, it may be remembered that the 
attack on the Takoo forts in 1858 was immediately preceded by 
an insulting message purporting to be from the Chinese general, 
and delivered by Count Poutiatine,t whom our chiefs had not 
very wisely employed as their messenger and intermediary. A 
year or so later the members of the Russian college at jPekin 
turned aside for a moment from religious and educational duties 
to supply our authorities with false and alluring statements of the 
depth of water in the canals, assuring us that our gun-boats could 
without difficulty reach Tung-chow, only twelve miles from 
Pekin. 

Under Sir Robert Peel's administration the opium war had 
been brought to a termination in 1842, and the Treaty of Nankin 
was followed by five years of peace; but in 1846 Sir Robert Peel 
had quitted office, and in 1847 the same inspiration which had 
caused the opium war induced Sir John Davis, who had been a 
colleague of Lord Napier, to make his raid up the Canton river. 
It was a wanton and unprovoked act of war, which ended, after 
much injury had been inflicted on the Chinese, in a ridiculous 
retreat, and in a fearful amount of exasperation on the part of the 
inhabitants of Canton. In fact, from that moment no foreigner 
could venture into the neighbourhood; and when eight or nine 
months afterwards several Englishmen were murdered, the 
treachery and cruelty of the Chinese were denounced most fiercely 
by those who knew nothing of the provocation given, and who 
had discovered neither murder, cruelty, nor wrong in the proceed- 

* See Captain Bingham's Narrative. 

f " Any compunction we might have felt in giving the brave gamson a little severe 
treatment on the morrow, was considerably diminished by the insolent message they 
sent off through Count Poutiatine, and which, condensed into the expressive dang of 
the pngilist, amounted simply to a request to *come on,* '^—'Times Correspondent, 
Gulf of Petchelee, May 17th, 1S58. 
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ings of Sir John Davis, Vhich probably conduced to the attack 
upon our unfortunate countrymen. 

About the time that Sir John was bombarding and destroying 
the forts on the Canton river, Russia ventured upon a more active 
policy in Eastern Asia. General Mouravien* was appointed 
Governor-General of Eastern Siberia. He sent boat expeditions 
along the Araoor, declared the country north of the river to be 
Russian, and in 1852, founded the city and fortress of Nicho- 
layeiosk, about a hundred and twenty miles from its mouth; 
making settlements at the same time on the Gulf of Tartary. 
The Chinese Government had hitherto satisfied itself with protests 
against these aggressions, and with endeavours to induce the in- 
vaders to retire peaceably; but the insults heaped on its envoys, 
and the unmistakeable determination of the Russians not merely 
to obtain permission to navigate the river, which they had at first 
declared to be their sole object, but to settle permanently on its 
banks, and even considerably to the south of it, at length ex- 
hausted its patience.* Warlike preparations were commenced, 
but they were interrupted by the pressure of the rebellion; and 
it was only in 1857, after the Tai-pings had been driven from 
Nankin, and the Nepaulese had been destroyed, that the war was 
commenced in real earnest. The inhabitants of the Muscovite 
College at Pekin were dismissed, the trade between Kiakhta and 
Maimaitchin was seriously interrupted, and the merchants from 
Siberia, who, as usual, had brought cloths and other goods to the 
frontier at an enormous cost, found that the Chinese, owing to the 
uncertain state of al&irs, would only part with their tea at an advance 
of a hundred-and-fifty per cent, on the ordinary price, and would 
take nothing in payment but bars of silver. The Russian traders, 
however, were able to compensate themselves by a still greater in- 
crease of price in Russia itself. 

In their warlike operations on the Amoor, the Chinese were 
successful. They drove in a number of posts, and gave their 
enemies so severe a defeat, that they were threatened with the loss 
in a single campaign of all that they had been able to appropriate 
in seventeen years of silent aggression. It became, therefore, a 
vital question for the Cabinet of St. Petersburg to involve England 
without a moment's Jelay in a new Chinese war. Through her 
diplomacy she accomplished more than this. Her influence being 

* It most 1)6 admitted that the proYOcation was considerable. In addition to other 
encroachments, Rassia, by a process which is habitual to her, as, for instance, in ob« 
tainlng a cession of Circassia from Turkey, who had no right to cede it — had concluded 
a treaty with Japan, ratified in December, 1856 ; the second article of which declared, 
** that Sagbalien remains, <u heretofore, joint property of Russia and Japan," whereai^ 
the northern part of Sagbalien bad up to that time been Chinese property, 
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Seat wii^ Ptesidait Bueb&nsii and ite Waxpetox of Ae Fxeadi, 
e associated the United States and Fiance in a eoatttion with 
Iiexself i^d England against the unf<»i;an8te but nnofiending 
Cbinese.. 

During the Crimean war, both France and England had sent 
powerful fleets to the Chinese seas^ under the pretence of acting 
against Russia. But a secret influence had sncceeded in pre- 
serving from injury the ^ips and settlements of the hUiier.* 
After the peace of raris^ the English naval forces in China were 
not diminished, but on the contrary were gradually reinforced; 
while the French ships, instead of returning home, w^^ sent, on 
the pretence of a missionary war, to the coast of Cochin-China. 
Durmg the Russian war, England had twenty-two men-of-war in 
the waters of China and Japan. In the beginning of 1857, these 
had been increased to thirty-four, and soon after the commence- 
ment of the Lorcha war they amounted to fifty. The dispatch of 
naval reinforcements to China, coupled with the fact that the 
minister who had made the Opium war had now returned to 
power, enabled those who were watching the course of events in 
farther Asia to declare,^ t^t months before it occurred, that we 
were on the eve of a second Chinese war. As dangers and diffi- 
culties thickened round the Russians, squadrons of steam gun- 
boats were sent out at considerable risk from England; and but 
for an accidental collision off Rio, which delayed one of the 
squadrons for three months, Admiral Sir Mkh^di Seymour would 
have found himself well provided with these vessels when he 
commenced the Lorcha war. The despatch from Sir Jcdm Bow- 
ling, asking for gunboats suitable for river wai&re^ is suppressed 
in the Blue Book, but an allusion to the request which, acciden" 
tall^ escaped the scissors of the censor in the Foreign Office, re- 
mams to prove that the collision was expected bsbsSl psepased fee 
long before the Arrow had be^i heard of, and that a pretence was 
the only thing wanting.f 

All the chances were no doubt carefully weighed in Lcrndtm,- 
for it must have been dear that the Minutet would run a serious 
risk. It was inevitable that on the first outbreak of the war there 
would be ^t outcry in Parliament on the part of the Opposition^ 
who would invoke the eaexei names of justice, humamty, and 

* See Frcuer's Magazine, for August, 1856, " The Last Naval Campaign ia the 

f See Adgiract ofE^orts an ^ Trade qfmrions CbtmdrieiranxlPSteeg: Pnsented 
to lioth Hooses of Parliament in August, 1959, page 17, where Ifr. Tice-Consnl 
Winchester speaks of " Hie presence of the pecidiar steam force recommended to the 
Bome Ctovemment by Sir John Bowring," as necessary fbr the suppression of piracy. 



te^^n, aad would be lai^elj bfteked hy the h<Mie&i anul inteUi- 

fimtfMt of the eommimilj eut of doera^ The eonsei^iiiencfia of a 
'arHam^Ettarj de&at were therefore guided a^uoat bj asaociating 
Fxanee in ihe qiUatcel,* and thua making an immediate oessatkai 
of tite war diffic^t tf not impossible^ even in the case of a new 
Minjetry being called to the helm. Loord Palmeiston woiUd of 
coofse be sopperted by the greater part of the Liberal party^ who^ 
were not going to sacri&ce so able a leader on the kistant, hawever 
they might disapprove of the war. The missionary party, both in 
Cfauia and 9M hon^i. in spite of the injury done to the temperance 
Gfti^e by the enhanced price of tea^f might be fulhr depended on^^ 
an they woyM eagierly accept the hollow Mlacy of spreading tha 
religion cf Christ by the sword*. The great manufacturing and 
commercial intere^^ blind to the &et that the war imnerilled aB 
import trade of 9,000^0^, at least os^tkird of whick was paid 
fo^ in Britsftkmanu&etures^ might be gained over by the plea of 
extending eommerce and opening up the Celestial Empire with 
its population of three hundred miUions.! The China laeirchants,^ 
of course^ with all thek powerful coimexioaa ab home^ would 
zealously support the war^ both from paasion and from interest; 
for they, m. the first places lon|;ed to see the Cantonese punished 
for ezciuding them, frona their efcty ^ and, in the second, the first 
shoi fired would increase tl^ Tahne c^ 1«heir teas by two guineaa a 
db^st*. 

The war haying been determined on, advantage was taken of 
the smure,. by the Caaion police, of a crimined on boacd a Chinese 
smuggling vessel, whidn at the time had no right whatever to any 
protection from England* This incident enabled Sir Jolin Bow* 

* for pnoof &at tke allkiiea vitk Fsance agiunsi China, waa made in 1S56, see 
Lord Palmerstonts speech in the Honse of Commons, March 5th, 1857 ; in which 
he says that befbre the outbreak of the war, l&itgYand had united hene^ witk France and 
the United States (ha leawtt oat Jtassia) in nagotiatioiffi with China. Sea^ als» LovA 
John Bosseirs ^oech of March 9th,, tS57, and Mr. Disraidi's statemi^t, when Gha&- 
cellor of the Exchequer, in 1858, that England and France conld not make peace 
unless with the consent of their allies, Russia and the United States. Ko engagement 
of. the kind: w(aa made, public, and of whataver nature it ma^ have been it waa broken 
almost as soon aa the words escaped the mouth of Mr. Disraeli, bj the Biusians and 
.American making treaties without us. This contradiction waa masked at the first 
moment hy tat Bmrnmueeax&BM in tli& Gmsiettt eh. St. PtUmbmurg^ t/ui^mUilhJ^mrI^w»K9 
had; concktdecl tre8£iflB<; and L§ Ktrnd,. tke Bnaman QigSM at Bcuaaalo^ badeed wp> tk* 
fiyaeheod l^ pmhliBhing ft.fii^tion» de^teh Gnm Bao9n 6130% parpoiiing tft j^bra Uw 
CQuditionfi of the txeal^ he had eonduded f 

t Sixpence per pound. Mr. McDonald, a Chinese merchant, estimates thati the 
JjfOrcha war cost the consumers is England, 0^99(^090/. in the inereaeed priee of te» 
idoiie. 

t The war and the esmeq wnt reeifTal of the rebeflienv ledaafld &e salaaof Bjatisk 
flHtttn&ctuces from 3QQ,OiOia m i,QQ^(MO. pieces, a. montii, ta les& than half of tkat quan- 
tity.^ifr. McPotuM 
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ring, aided by Mr. Consul Parkes, to involve the two most popu- 
lous empires of the earth in war. The protests a^inst this iniquity 
were overwhehning^ but they were as vain as if^they had never 
been uttered; nearly every Parliamentary celebrity ran a tilt 
against the Lorcha war; but we can only refer to Lord Derby'a 
powerful and unanswerable appeal to the bench of Bishops, in 
which he said, ** I have read them (the papers) with shame%r my 
country, that such false pretences shoula be followed by such un* 
justifiable acts/' 

On the arrival of the news in London, 6000 men were at once 
ordered to .China for the purpose of attacking Pekin, but the 
Lidian insurrection caused these forces to be in the first instance 
diverted to Bengal. After the military mutiny had been quelled 
in India, it appears that something like a naval mutiny occurred 
in China; for while the Plenipotentiary, according^to the letters and 
statements of his friends, comd only induce Sir Michael Seymour 
to do the smallest possible amount of damage to a defenceless people, 
who met the invaders with prayers and presents. Captain Sherard 
Osborne, in defiance of the positive orders of the Admiral, but 
apparently with the sanction of Lord Elgin, marked the progress 
of the latter up the Tien-tsin river by firing the supplies of food 
and fuel which the unofiending inhabitants had stored up against 
the coming winter. The Takoo forts had been taken on the 20th 
May, 1858, and the consequence was the signature of a Treaty of 
Peace at Tien-tsin on the 26th of June. Four days before the 
capture of the forts, the pressure of our war had enabled General 
Mouravieff, to obtain the Treaty of Aihun, which put an end 
to hostilities on the Amoor frontier, although it did not finally 
adjust all the points in dispute.* The advance of our fleet to Tien- 
tsin now gave Russia a second treaty, conceding all her demands 
respecting trade, but still leaving the question of frontier to be 
fiettled by commissioners. After signing this treaty of the 13th 
of June, Count Poutiatine wrote on the same day to Lord Elgin as 
follows: 

" The evening before last I was able to sign a treaty, which in sub- 
stance, differa nothing from the draft which I had the honour to 
communicate to your Excellency. ... It is right that I should here* 
express the great obligation which Eussia owes to Great Britain and 
Erance for such a happy and speedy result. It is the success of the 
arms of the two allied Powers which has forced China to yield at 
last to the just demands of civilised nations. As the principal actors- 
in the great events which are about to open a new era in the exis- 
tence of the Chinese people, the names of your Excellency and Earon 
Gros will have a well-merited place in history; and every good man 

* For this Treaty,' see note at the end. 



will pray tbat the efforts wbich have been made for the purpose of 
spreading real civilisation, and for the propagation of Cnristianity, 
maj bear abundant fruits in this vast Empire. ... From the eon^ 
currence of different circumstances^ Mussia has not thought it right to 
tahepart in the measures of coercion employed against China, She 
will thank God for it, but she can appreciate the difBiculties to which 
the two great Powers are exposed.'** 

^ Although Russia had not taken part in these measures of coer- 
cion, it was Count Poutiatine himself who had suggested them, 
and had expressed to Lord Elgin ** a very decided opinion that 
nothing could be done with the Chinese Government unless 
pressure was brought to bear on Pekin itself, and that the use of 
vessels drawing so little water that they could navigate the Peiho, 
would be the best means of making such pressure em;ctive."t 

But it is impossible that any one can describe these events so 
graphically as they have been narrated by a Russian. At the 
risk, therefore, of some little repetition we think it best to give 
his letter in full : — 

" St. Petersburg, August 23, 1858. 

" On the 19th instant a courier, just arrived per express train from 
Moscow, drove up to the hotel of the Minister of foreign Aflairs. 
He was immediately ushered into the private cabinet of Prince Gor- 
tschakoff, and, after a long conference with his Highness, accom- 
panied him out to Peterhoff to be presented to the i&nperor. This 
messenger proved to be Lieutenant-Colonel Martynoff, attached to 
the embassy of Count Poutiatine in China. His approaching arrival 
had been announced by telegraph several days before, and it was 
rumoured in town that he was the bearer of dispatches containing 
most important and favourable intelligence — that, in fine, a treaty 
had been concluded, by which China resigned all her claims to the 
territory on the Amoor, and acknowledged that river as the frontier 
between the two empires. These rumours have since been confirmed 
by a statement in the official papers, from which it appears that not 
only has a convention been signed by which Russia becomes loidia- 
puted mistress of the Amoor,^ hut that another treaty has been negO" 
Hated, opening the Chinese harbours to Bussian trade, and conferring 
upon us the same privileges that England and France have only sue* 
ceededin obtaining by expensive armaments. § The former was con- 
cluded on] the 16th of May, by General Mouravieff, at Aihun, in 
Mongolia ; the latter by Coimt Poutiatine himself, at Tien-tsin, f^om 
whence the news has been brought by Colonel Martynoff, through 

* Correspondence rekaive to the Earl ofElgm*$ Special Missiont to China and Japan^ 
1867-68, p. 332. 

't See Lord Elgin's Despatch, dated Hong-Kong, Kovember 14th, 1867.-^- ^0^*4- 
^pondenoe rdatwe, ^. p. 64. 

X This was not literally the case. The frontier qnestion was left to be decided by 
commissioners. 

§ The italics are in the original. 



• 

duBAy Mongolia, and Siberia, a i^Bttsace of ten thousand versfcs, ia 
liie i!n«fediMj<slKxrt opaiee of fifby days. It will nndou^tedlj be some 
time beforo the details of l^e negofciaticms iikat hurre kd to thii pro- 
pitious TemM will be imfolded to the world ; »8 yet we C9» mdyjast 
raUe tme eomer €fth€ meU that ewkrouda them ; bnt we may be aure 
tbat wiien tbey are fully known, they will piesent one of ihe most 
piquant chapters in what may be term^ the romance of diplomacy. 

''As early as the seventeenth century the attention of Bussia, or 
zather of the Bussian Colonists in Eastern Asia, was directed to the 
feitile districts on the Amoor, which extend two tliousand five hun- 
dred versts from east to west, and one thousand two hundred yersts 
from north to south, and whose rolling plains, watered by the innu- 
merable tributaries of that mighty river, must appear quite aparr- 
dise to the inhabitants of the inhospitable regkms of Siberia. UndOT 
the reign of the Tsar Alexis, an advenfcurouB band of Cossacks pene- 
trated into the country, and advanced as far as the banks of the 
Amooic, but were finally ejected by a powerful army of Manchoo 
Chinese ; and Beter the Grreat, more engrossed with plans of conquest 
in the West than desirous of eztendmg his empire to the East, 
assented to a treaty with the Celestials, by which, in return for somei 
commercial immunities granted to Eussia, a boundary was fixed^ 
running from STertchinsk along the Yoblonnoi mountidns, to the Sea 
of Okotsk^ south of which no Bussian was allowed to settle. Since 
then tiiat immense tract of country has been nominally subject to 
China, which, however, derived no other advantage from it than a 
tribute of fijrs exacted from the roving tribes which for its scanty 
population.* Meanwhile, the Bussian merchants have continued to 
turn lofiging eyes towards the Amoor, and Oeneral Moufwvieff, who 
about ten years ago was appointed Governor of Eastern Siberia, was 
«o much impressed with its importance, that be applied to the Eqv- 
peror Nicholas for permissicm to colonize it, seeing that a territory 
that was not occupied by its nominal masters could not be considered 
m properly belonging to them. 

" After some hesitation his proposal was agreed to, upon whidi 
Mouravieff imrnediately proceeded to explore the country, and fixing 
upon a point near the mouth of the Amoor as the most suitabe 
locality for establishing the seat of Government, in the year 1862 he 
erected there the fortress of Nikoleyewsk, and emigrants soon :fiocb- 
ing in, a rnnnber of smaller settlements were gradually formed along 
the river. In the first stage of its existence the in&ixt colony was 
imperilled hj the allied squadrons that were sent to attack the Bib- 
Bian possessions in Eastern Asia, but fortunately these regions were 
90 little known at that period that the English and Erench Admirals 
were iimable to find the mouth of the Amoor, and after cruising the 
whole summer to no purpose, gave up the search in despair. ^ No 
tooner had it escaped this danger that it was threatened with inva- 
sion from another quarter. At firsts the Chinese had not taken anjr 

* The population is considerable, and trade, good government, and socosity of 
person and property prevailed nnder the Chinese role. 



xkotice^cf ilie encroachments of the red-haired bai4>ariAnii tm their 
temtorj. BrobaUy the Court of P^fcin was toe mueh engaged with 
the Tai-|iingfl, wki> had At ,one time made «aeh progress that the 
Centre (of the Unirerse was no longer safe in his own capxtal ; bnft 
no socmer had the first tide of rebellion snhsided, and the insnrgentB 
retired te the south, than the Chinese GK>yermnent was eager to 
express its displeasure at the appearance of the Bnssians on the 
Amoor, and to giye unequivocal signs of a determination to expel 
them from thence hv force. The Bussian ecclesiastical mission was 
.ordered to leave Pekin, an army was collected to i^e north of the 
Great Wall, and the light horsemen of the desert were called npon 
to attend the Bogda Sihan. 

^^ This was a disagreeable interm^zo, the more so as previous ac- 
counts jfeoeived from the Mission had led our Ghovemment to believe 
liiat the Chinese would easily acquiesce in the loss of a territory from 
W"hich they derived no earthly oenefit. An army of Chinese was 
indeed not very formidable, and it could not be doubted that hosi^i- 
ties between the two empires would end in establishing Bussia in 
undisputed possession of the newly«annexed provinces ; but at any 
rate, the defence of so extensive and so distant a tract of country 
would require great preparations, and involve an enormous expense. 
The Bussian finances were just recovering from the drain of the 
Oriental war, and they woiild now be again exhausted to maintain a 
conquest whose advantages are only prospective, but which could 
ijLot be given up without a serious loss of prestige. Our statesmen 
were perched upon the horns of this dilemma when the capture of a 
smuggling lorcna under British colours by Commissioner Yeh, and 
the sage determination of Lord Palmerston to make a ca$ua heUi cS 
this incident, completely changed the aspect of affairs, and enabled 
Bussia to come off with flying colours. 

" Prince Gortschakoff is an acute politician, and he must have been 
a bungler indeed if he had not taken advantage of so unlooked-for a 
stroke of good fortusie. Threatened by the eombined forces df 
Prance and England, it was plam that China was no longer in a 
position to seek new enemies, and that instead of picking a quarrel 
with a powerful neighbour, she would rather be inclined to make 
some eancessions in order to secure his friendship, and possibly his 
mediation. Admirsd. Poutiatine, whose negotiations with Japan had 
already proved him a skilful diplomatist, was forthwith mvested with 
tibe character of ambassador to China, and despatched across Siberia 
to the Gulf of Pechelee, with unlimited powers to act according to 
the best of his judgment in availing himself of any circumstance that 
might occur to promote the object of his mission. At first the 
Chinese seemed disposed to temporifiO ; the operations of the British 
were paralyzed by the events in India ; and no sooner did matteni 
begin to improve there, than a fresh eoniretempe happened in the 
upset of Iiord Palmerston's administration. I meaiUoned at the time 
that our Qovernment woe not eo much delighted with the change of 
Mi^istrif in Mngland as those people may have imagined who look upoi 
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Palmersfion aa the arch-enemy of Bmaia. In fact, the Tories had 
pronounced themselyes so strongly against his Chinese policy, that it 
was feared thej would at once put a stop to all further hostilities, 
and patch up a peace with the Celestials, which would leave the 
latter at liberty to direct their attention exclusively to their northern 
frontier. These apprehensions, however, soon turned out to he un- 
founded. Lord Elgin and Baron Gros received orders to proceed to 
the mouth of the Peiho, and they were accompanied tnither by 
Count Poutiatine, partly as ally, partly as looker-on, and partly as 
go-between. At the same time, G^eneral Mouravieff was instructed 
to assemble a strong body of troops on the confines of Manchouria/ 
and to spread the report that he was preparing to advance into 
China — a sort of gentle pressure which it was hoped would induce 
the Celestials to listen more respectfully to the pacific representations 
of his Colleague. The result shows that both Admiral and General 
must have played their cards to perfection, although their diplomacy 
was unquestionably very much assisted by cogent arguments em- 
ployed by the allied commanders against the Chinese forts on the 
JPeiho. The Court of FeJcin hastened to agree to all their proposals, 
in return for which Poutiatine promised to use his good offices mth 
the JS^ench and Mnglish plenipotentiaries in concluding a treatg with 
the latter on terms not too derogatory to the fancied dignity of the 
Celestial Empire. This he was the more easily enabled to do as both 
Frenchman and Briton were anxious to get done with the Chinese 
—the one having some little business to transact in Cochin China, 
and the other wishing to part company as soon as possible with a 
collea&^e who, somehow or other, always contrived to make him play 
second fiddle. 

'' In short, Poutiatine appears to have prevailed upon them to con- 
tent themselves with the very minimum of their demands, while at 
the same time he took care to obtain for his own country a full share 
of the commercial privileges that were conceded to them ; and thus, 
without spilling a drop of blood, Bussia has not only succeeded in 
opening China to her commerce, but has gained undisputed posses- 
sion of a country far exceeding in natural capabilities all her other 
Asiatic dominions put together. It is a singular circumstance that 
this result should nave been obtained through the co-operation of 
the power most interested in preventing the progress of Eussian 
dommion in Asia, and that a quarrel between a choleric English 
doctor and a pig-headed mandann should have been the first step 
towards the dismemberment ot the ancient Empire of China.'' 

This letter, which appeared in the New York Herald^ appears 
to us to lift somewhat more than '^ a corner of the veil/' and leaves 
but little to the imagination. 

Although the Cabinet of St. Petersburg had gained much by 
the treaties of Aihun and Tien-tsin^ there was still something 
wanting, for as yet there was no definite cession of the long- 
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coveted territory. Unfortunately a new opportunity was at hand, 
and it was turned to the best account. 

The English treaty, as if for the purpose of laying the grounds 
of a new quarrel, stipulated that an English Envoy should go to 
Pekin for the exchange of ratifications within a year. Ratifica- 
tion smight have been exchanged in London or at Tein-tsin, or any- 
where else, more safely than at Pekin, but the object was to 
humiliate the pride of the Chinese Court. If it was intended to 
carry out such a measure, it should have been done as soon as 
possible, before the Chinese had repaired their losses and forgotten 
their fears; but instead of this, it w^ driven off by Mr. Bruce 
until the last moment, in order to give him an additional excuse 
for insisting on going by steam as far as Tien-tsin on the plea of 
shortness of time, instead of adopting the slower mode of a land 
journey, as suggested by the Chinese Government. Under any 
circumstances the mission would have been a delicate one, and 
would have required both forbearance and prudence, but Mr. 
Bruce began by imputing bad faith to the Chinese, and by de- 
clining, with a rudeness anything but diplomatic, even to see the 
Commissioners sent to confer with him at Shanghai. He then 
refused to wait for the High Officer, whom he was assured had 
been ordered to meet him at the mouth of the Tien-tsin river. 
His instructions from Lord Malmesbury gave him no warrant for 
such a course: 

" You will probably find it advisable before your departure from 
Shanghai to send an intimation to Pekin of yo\ir approach, and to 
request that suitable arrangements may be made for your honourable 
reception at the mouth of the Peiho and at Tien-tsin, and for your 
journey from that place to Pekin. The Admiral in command of her 
Majesty's naval forces in China has been directed to send up with 
you to the mouth of the Peiho a sufficient naval force, and unlesa cmy 
unforeseenc trcnmstanceB should appear to make another arrangement 
more advisable, it would seem desirable that you should reach Tien- 
tsin in a man-of-war."* 

Although aware that the Chinese had repaired the forts and 
barred the river, which on their part were legitimate measures of 
defence, the Envoy had long since made up his mind that no 
event, foreseen or unforeseen, should prevent his going to Tien- 
tsin with a whole flotilla of men of war,t and under pretence that 

* Corrt^pondence with Mr, Bntce, Her Majesty' $ Envoy Extraordini»ry and Minister 
PlenipateiUiary in ChmOf 1860, p. 2. It must be borne in mind that Lox4 Malmesbury 
had no knowledge of the barring of the river. 

t See CorresjMtidence with Mr Brucej ^c, 1860, p. 3. Where, on May 4th, 1859, 
'he lays down his going " at far at Tien-ttin in a man^f-warf" $» one of the objects of 



iheClhiiieie were actii^ in had faith^ he ord&ted Admiral Hope 
to bombard the forte and fbi^e the passage on the 2fith June. 
Three hours before ibe ftttadk commenced, Mr. Bruce, who was on 
board a aian-^of-war ly^g about dghii wieB from the attacking 
squadron, received a letter iarom the Governor-General of the Pro- 
vince of Obili (Pechelee), stating that he was coming to welcome 
him and do him honour, and to conduct him to Peh"tang4io, firom 
whence he could proceed by land to Pekin« Notwithstanding the 
receipt of this letter, the Briti^ Envoy does not appear to have 
made the slightest attempt to preveiKt the impending attack, which 
resulted in grievous loss and disgraceful failure. It is impossible 
to say on what ground the Chinese were accused of treachery in 
this business; but their gallant defence was treated as if it had 
been a treacherous attack; and as the Empexor's Government 
would not or could not make the abject t^ology demanded from 
them by Lord John Russell, it was used bb an excuse for the cam- 
pa^ of ISMy in which the eotites de precision of .England and 
France gained an easy victory over the bows and arrows of the 
Tartars. Even ihe valour and ability of the heroic Sang-ko-lin-sin 
could avail nothing, and defeat succeeded defeat. After xefflstance 
had been proved to be hopeless, another battle was fought a few 
miles from Pekin, the origin of which is shrouded in mystery, but 
if it was commenced by the Chinese, ihe probable cause was that 
they were driven to desperation by the enormous amount of money 
demanded as compensation by the allies. In the course of this 
battle, Mr. Loch and his party were taken prisoners, and afterwards 
crueUy ill-treated by their exasperated enemies. The death of 
some of the captives, and the sufferings of the rest, &mished a 
seeming excuse for the destruction of the Summer Palace, after 
which the allies continued their advance and occupied the wall of 
Pekin. 

At this moment a Russian envoy, who had beem hitkolo un- 
heard of, suddenly appeared on the stage, but whether he was last 
from Moscow or from Tien-tsin we are not informedr There is 
something pictureajue in the opportune arrival of General Igna- 
tieffi who, with his escort of fourteen Cossack*, trots jg) at the 
right moment to the gates of the Russian College* His arrival 
was expected, for the Chinese Ministers were assembled to receive 
him, and looked to hk arrival and intercession as the last hope of 
the Empire. Of course they did not anticipate that he would 
serve them for naught; and bein^ prepared for the oocadon^ and 
knowing the depth of their despair, he was somewhat eacftcting in 

bit mlBsion, and ** hop«s by the demcnBtration (flf a poweiM flotSla} to ^CMBder the 
Mlive Amploymant of tbe ioi«e lumwMaMisr. 
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lus demands. He required the imftant snd complete oestton df tke 
Amoor hounAtaj, inth the Chinese hatf of 'Saghalien, aind a large 
t efiitoi r y besides on the Gulf of Tartary^ reaching down nearly 
to lalitade forty degrees. Every demand was instairtly agreed to, 
for whait mattered a degree or two more or less to men wlio denred, 
at any price, to save &e capital from sharing the fate cf the 
Emperor^s ^ace ? The only engagement they reqnked in return 
from the Russian Enrcnr was the immedi&te witndrawal of the 
English and French armies. The General accepts the condition, 
remounts Ins horse, and rides to the head-quarters of the AUiee to 
inform them that the war is over, and that they may retire to 
their flhipa, as he has persuaded the Chinese — ^with immense diffir 
culty, of course — to accede to all their demands. It mey be 
infened that the despatches of Baron Gros and Lord Elgin, as 
wen as the hearts of the Chinese Ministers, are full of oTcrflowing 
gratitude, on account of the disinterested services rendered to 
tiieir refipectLve countries by the Russian general; and of <;ourse 
it suits no one to remember that the attack on Pekin was the sug- 
gestion of Count Poutiatine, and that all the loss, suflfering, and 
ezpenditure^ of all the parties concerned have resulted in the profit 
of Russia alone. 

ImiNBtnoiii v»le« Uindly tigliif aad dies, 

iPatoe cwfl sUnde Bnefuang by, md jtoalt tha .pnwi. 

It only t&mma for us to smn up the losses and gains of the 
three Great Powers . 

The Russian Ciabinet, having been able to dispose of ihe wealth 
and might of England^ ha% at no cost to herself, obtained the per- 
misinon, so long denied her, of 'partic^Mrting in the coast larade of 
China, and has established the ascendency of her influence at 
Pekin. She has beades gained a taxitary worth all the rest of 
h^ Asiatic dominions together, and so mtuated that it places the 
Empires of China and Japan at her feet 

The French Emperor has fi>und the pretext he sought for placing 
a pcwerfol naval and nnlitaxy force on the further side of tne Isth- 
mus of Suez, and in the neighbourhood of British India, so as to 
be ready dther to pounce upon Eigypt from the rear, in case of 
the expected dissolution of the Ott(»nan Empire, or to take advan- 
tage 01 circumstances on the outbreak of a new Indian rebellion. 

England has damaged her commerce and enhanced the price of 
Chinese produce to her own people, by an amount which it would 
be difficiut to calculate. She has burdened herself with debt and 
tax^, having spent 2O,0OO,O0OZ. in her Chinese wars, and has 
sacrificed, chiefly by disease, not less than five thousand valuable 
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lives. In returiiy she 'has gained for her open rival and secret 
enemy a {erritory which must make Russia paramount in Asia. 
And she has spread rebellion and anarchy^ misery and bloodshedy 
throughout a vast Empire with which she had not a single con- 
flicting interest, but whose prosperity was her wealthy and -upon 
whose commerce a large proportion of the revenues of England 
and of India are dependent. 

Note added May, 1861. 
- The text of the Treaty of Aihun is given as follows in the London DaUy Tdegrc^h 
of the 30th of April by its St. Petersburg correspondent : 

*^ Treaty concluded between Russia and China at Aihun, May 16th, 1858. Batified 
by his Mi^esty the Emperor, July 8th, 1858, and by his Mi^esty the Bogdo Khan of 
China, June 2nd, of the same year. 

*' The great Empire of Russia, represented by General Nicholas Monravieff, GfOver- 
nor-General of Eastern Siberia, and Adjutant-General of his Majesty the Emperor 
Alexander Nicolajevitch ; and the great Empire of Ta Tsing, represented by Prince 
I'Khan, Adjutant-General, Magnate of the Court, and CommanderJn-Chief on the 
Amoor, wishing to establish a state of intimate and eternal anuty between the two 
Empires, and being desirous of promoting the interests of th^ respectiye subjects, 
have agreed on the following clauses : 

*' I. The land to the left of the riyer Amoor, from the month of the river Argun, 
to the mouth of the river Amoor, is to belong to the Empire of Russia, and the land 
to the right of the same river as far downwards as the river Ussuri is to belong to 
the Empire Ta Tsing ; while the territories and localities situated between the river 
Ussuri and the sea will be, as hitherto, possessed in common by the Empires of Russia 
and Ta Tsing, pending the regulation of the border line between the two States. 
Navigation upon the Amoor, Snngari, and Ussuri, will be permitted to none but the 
ships of Russia and Ta Tsing; and the navigation of those rivers wiU be prohibited 
to the ships of any other State whatever, ^e Mantchoo inhabitants living on the 
left side of the Amoor, between the river Zeia and the village of Hormoldzin, in the 
south, will be allowed to remain for ever in the ancient homesteads possessed by them 
under the Mantchoo Government ; and they will be protected against any violation 
of their rights or annoyance by the Russian inhabitants. 

'* II. To promote a good nnderstanding between the subjects of the two Empires, it 
will be permitted to the population of either side of the riven Ussuri, Amoor, and 
Snngari, to trade with each other ; and the two Governments wiU be obliged redpio- 
cally to protect the traders on the other bank of the said rivers. 

*' III. These stipulations, agreed upon by Governor-General Honraviefl^ Plenipo- 
tentiary of the Empire of Russia, and Prince I-Khan, Commander-in>ChieiF upon the 
Amoor and Plenipotentiary of the Empire Ta Tsing, will be closely adhered to and 
kept inviolate for evermore. For this purpose Governor-General Monravieff, on the 
part of the Empire of Russia, has placed a copy of the present Trea^, drawn up in the 
Russian and Mantchoo languages, in the hands of Prince I-Khan fi>r the Empire of 
Ta Tsing ; and Commander-in-Chief Prince I.Khan, on the part of the Empire Ta 
Tsing, has transmitted a copy of the present' Treaty, drawn up in the Mantchoo and 
Mongol languages, to Governor-General Monravieff for the Empire of Russia. AU the 
stipulations laid down in the above will be published for the information of the border 
inhabitants of the two Empires. 

** The 16th May, 1858, at the town of Aihun." 
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